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Contact: Bob Mosher (915) 351-1153, Carlos Spector (915) 276-7788 
 

PRESS RELEASE: The Borderland Immigration Council Denounces ICE’s Zero-Parole 
Policies in El Paso Immigration Cases 

When: Wednesday, March 1, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. 

Where: Columban Mission Center, 816 Magoffin Ave., El Paso, TX 79901 

Who: Members of the Borderland Immigration Council, including: 

Carlos Spector, Mexicanos en Exilio 
Alan Dicker, Detained Migrant Solidarity Committee 
Victims’ Families 
 
President Trump’s executive orders on immigration and ICE’s local practices under El Paso 
Field Office Director Corey Price make it impossible for nearly any migrant—including asylum 
seekers fleeing horrific violence and families in desperate need of medical treatment—to obtain 
release from prison-like immigration detention centers pending determinations of their cases. 
 
This means that immigrants who have not been convicted of any crime are imprisoned in our 
community until their legal process plays out, which often take years, with no effective way to 
challenge their prolonged detention. This practice goes against our community’s values and 
causes immense harm to detainees, their loved ones, and basic principles of fairness and justice 
that should underlie our immigration courts. 
 
As attorneys, advocacy agencies, and concerned community members, the Borderland 
Immigration Council is extremely concerned by the blanket denials of parole requests for asylum 
seekers and other humanitarian cases that we are witnessing in El Paso. Just one recent example 
of numerous denials illustrates how ICE’s parole practices are reckless and harmful: Jean 
Claude, a West African asylum seeker who was deemed to have ‘credible fear’ of returning to 
his home country, somehow pieced together the documents needed to request parole from inside 
ICE’s El Paso Processing Center. Jean Claude waited nearly four months for a decision before 
Corey Price denied his request without any explanation. Jean Claude now potentially faces years 
in detention while his asylum case plays out in court, isolated from family, his mother tongue, or 
an attorney. “I sincerely regret my decision to come to the United States,” he recently wrote. 
“Detention has killed everything in me: my soul and my spirit.”  



	

 
We are further alarmed by ICE’s lack of transparency and accountability in this matter. Denial of 
parole is left almost entirely to the discretion of Corey Price, who has failed to exhibit anything 
but a callous blanket denial of nearly all parole requests since his arrival in El Paso. Our 
government needs to provide a reasonable avenue to parole for asylum seekers, humanitarian 
cases, and long-term detainees in order to avoid a major human rights crisis in the borderland’s 
immigration detention centers. 
 
We call on ICE at the local and national levels to clarify policies and criteria for obtaining 
parole, and to ensure that reasonable avenues exist for all migration detainees to obtain parole 
and leave detention centers while they go through their court processes. Corey Price must be held 
accountable for his practices that have led to prolonged and unnecessary detentions. 

If any member of our community has been a victim of these practices, or knows any individual 
who has faced such abusive tactics at a port of entry, BIC asks that they report the abuse by 
calling 915-532-3799 ext. 141. Assistance is available in Spanish. 

 

For more information, please visit: 
https://www.borderlandimmigrationcouncil.org/ 

 
 


