
                             

                                           

                                

PRESS RELEASE  
What:  Borderland Immigration Council Coordinates Community Response to New ICE 

Leadership in El Paso, Texas 

When:  July 27, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. 

Where:  Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center, 1500 E Yandell Dr., El Paso, TX 

79902 

The Borderland Immigration Council is a newly formed group consisting of immigration 

attorneys, local non-profits and members of the community concerned with an alarming increase of 

denials of discretionary relief to the most vulnerable of immigrants and refugees. 

Immigration and Custom’s Enforcement (ICE) is currently under new leadership in El Paso, Texas 

which has resulted in a stark decline in the granting of parole
1
 to refugees with established positive credible fear 

claims for asylum.  Additionally, private attorneys have seen a drop in stay of removal requests for non-priority 

immigrants and immigrants with exceptional humanitarian factors indicating that they should not be priorities 

for removal either. These are essential forms of discretionary relief for immigrants who do not pose a threat to 

the United States. Another issue that community advocates are concerned about is separation of families fleeing 

for their lives at the El Paso ports of entry.  ICE exercises its considerable power to incarcerate the one family 

member fleeing violence while releasing the others, spouses and siblings are divided without regard to any 

objective difference, separating their case and complicating their chances for success in court since the majority 

of families are fleeing from the same violence and should legally have their cases processed together.  

One local attorney has seen all of these abuses exemplified in one case of a young Mexican mother who 

is currently separated from her infant child as she waits in the detention center for her day in court to prove to 

                                                           
1
 Parole is a legal means which authorizes ICE to release asylum seekers from detention 



                             

                                           

                                
an El Paso Immigration Judge that she is eligible for asylum relief.  Mariana Ibarra and her sister, Laura Ibarra, 

as well as their mother, Cristina Moran, have been denied parole repeatedly despite having their own agency 

affiliate, United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) deemed her to have a viable and credible 

asylum claim.  This family has escaped horrific family violence at the hands of a powerful cartel leader.  ICE 

failed to take into consideration their own humanitarian policies as well as the separation of Mariana Ibarra 

from her six month old child. 

The aforementioned abuses of authority are not isolated incidents but rather practices emblematic of an 

increasingly harsh and punitive attitude towards the immigrant and refugee community.  On September 16, 

2013 Congressman O’Rourke and the Border Network for Human Rights sponsored a Congressional Field 

Hearing in El Paso, Texas to discuss growing concern with ICE’s prolonged detention of asylum seekers.  In 

September of 2015, U.S. Representative O’Rourke and U.S. Representative Steve Pearce filed the Border 

Enforcement Accountability Oversight and Community Engagement Act of 2015 which was designed to 

improve the training, enforcement and accountability of U.S. Customs and Border Protection employees.  In 

May of 2016, the American Civil Liberties Union and Southern Border Communities Coalition filed a formal 

complaint against CBP detailing multiple individual complaints of abuse at Southwest port of entries involving 

excessive force and use of coercion to force individuals to surrender legal rights.  In July of 2016, CBP settled a 

lawsuit filed by the ACLU of Texas and ACLU of New Mexico in which a New Mexico woman alleged she 

was illegally subjected to invasive body searches.  The case was settled for $475,000 which is one of the largest 

of its kind ever reached over violations involving an individual search. 

On September 15, 2015, a federal judge for the Western District of Texas ruled that the 26 month 

detention of Efrain Chavez, a Mexican asylum seeker, who witnessed the murder of his twin brother by the 

Chihuahua State Police was unconstitutional because he was held well beyond six months without a meaningful 

custody hearing.  (Chavez v. Macias, et al., EP-15-cv-221-KC, U.S. District Court Western District of Texas, 

Dec. 15, 2015) 

Efforts to address these concerns with ICE leadership have been unsuccessful.  Accordingly, this newly 

formed human rights coalition will seek accountability sessions with the Houston Asylum office as well as 

regional and or national ICE leadership.  The following organizations and individuals support this new 



                             

                                           

                                
movement for respect, accountability and transparency from ICE/CBP officials who heretofore have publically 

stated that they have no need or desire to address or respect the community in which they function. 

Panelists: 

Linda Rivas, Executive Director – Las Americas Immigrant Advocacy Center, 915-329-6760 

Melissa Lopez, Executive Director – Diocesan Migrant and Refugee Services, 915-588-5252 

Alan Dicker, Community Member- Detained Migrant Solidarity Committee, 915-704-9819 

Dylan Corbett, Executive Director – Hope Border Institute, 915-872-8400 ext. 200 

Fernando Garcia, Executive Director – Border Network for Human Rights, 915-577-0724 

Carlos Spector, Private Attorney-Law Office of Carlos Spector, Mexicanos en Exilio, 915-544-0441 
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